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MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE — DEPARTMENTAL CHECKS 

5055. Hon Alison Xamon to the Minister for Child Protection 

I refer to recommendation 21 of the Commissioner for Children and Young People’s Report on the Inquiry into 

the Mental Health and Wellbeing of Children and Young People from April this year, which raises concerns 

about the mental health and wellbeing of children and young people in the care of the Department for Child 

Protection, and I ask — 

(1)  Will the Department of Child Protection be implementing more thorough mental health screening and 

monitoring processes for all children in care, in addition to the current screening procedures, including 

regular and consistent monitoring and evaluation throughout the period of time while children are in 

care as recommended in the report?  

(2)  If yes to (1), please describe what improvements to the existing processes will be made? 

(3)  When will these improvements be implemented? 

(4)  If no to (1), why not? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 

(1)  Yes. 

(2)   

 All children over four years coming into the Department’s care are screened by the 

Department’s psychologists using a specific mental health screening tool. 

 Children under four years are screened by Child Health Nurses.  

 Both these processes are designed to identify any early developmental and psychological 

health issues which may lead to ongoing mental health concerns. 

 Over the next 12 months, the Department will implement mental health screening reviews for 

all children in its care as part of their twelve month review. 

 Viewpoint is a new program which the Department has put in place to get direct feedback from 

children in the CEO’s care, via a computer assisted questionnaire. It provides information 

about the child’s emotional state and experience in care and will assist in developing an 

ongoing monitoring process for the caseworker.  

 The Department has increased the number of psychologist positions, especially in country 

districts. This will give the Department more capacity to assist with the screening process for 

children coming into care and to monitor the progress at the twelve month review as noted 

above. 

 Through the Memorandum of Understanding between the Department and the Department of 

Health, District Offices are meeting on a regular basis with their local Child and Mental Health 

Services for regular collaborative meetings to discuss individual children where there are 

mental health concerns.  

(3)  As outlined in the previous answer the Department intends to implement further improvements to the 

mental health screening process over the next twelve months. 

(4)  Not applicable. 

 


